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Environmentally Sensitive Areas and Open Space Planning

Summary of Policy Directions

a. Create priority areas for development and revitalization (i.e. town core, existing neighbourhoods). Focus all commercial or residential
development within these designated areas.

b. Identify sensitive habitats that need protection through a DP area.

c. Determine guidelines for new development that: i) requires protection of local habitat, wildlife and sensitive ecosystems; ii)
preserves/creates park space/recreational areas iii) considers natural hazards (i.e. wildfire, flooding).

d. Develop a density bonus (or rezoning) policy that requires payment by a developer to fund. Utilize funds for a series of community
supported projects (i.e. parkland acquisition). This is separate from an amenity bonus policy that requires the provision of community
amenities with development approvals.

e. Align policies for residential, commercial and industrial development with those that address natural ecosystem functions (i.e. water
quality, climate change, flood protection, habitat protection).
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Parks, Recreation and Trails

Summary of Policy Directions

a) Prioritize, and provide direction for the development of a Parks and Trails Master Plan;

b) A future Parks and Trails Master Plan will consider the creation of urban park spaces, including playgrounds and outdoor spaces for
children and youth;

¢) During the creation of the Parks and Trails Master Plan, the District will engage the expertise of existing community groups;

d) The District creates and maintains an effective ongoing partnership with existing community groups that are engaging volunteers in
parks, trails and open spaces events, planning and maintenance activities;

i.  The District will work with community group partnerships to determine responsibilities for the planning,
maintenance and activities for Elkford’s parks, trails and open spaces;

e) Prioritize the development of safe and accessible trails that increase the connectivity between existing neighbourhoods and the
downtown core;

f) Improve trail and neighbourhood connectivity in Elkford with better signage oriented to the cyclist and pedestrian and, where
appropriate, provide lighting and traffic separation.
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Resilient and Compact Development

Summary of Policy Directions

a)
b)

Designate where, how much and what types of growth will take place in the community;

Establish a strong growth containment boundary around existing serviced areas. The containment boundary directs new
development to the town core and existing neighbourhoods, protects sensitive ecosystems/lands subject to flooding and the
recreational resources in the community;

District should consider the following options for encouraging the development of bare lots:
i. Penalizing taxation for bare lots;
ii. A policy to encourage new developers to institute statutory building terms.

Provide incentives for new development in the town core (i.e. Development cost charges, fast tracking application forms, tax
exempt revitalization zones, etc);

Understand and plan for Elkford’s changing demographics’ needs;

Plan for, and prioritize the facilities, services and amenities that will attract/retain youth and young families;
Allocate appropriate densities for different neighbourhoods in Elkford;

Develop design guidelines for Elkford’s town core and residential neighbourhoods based on the ‘Elkford Design’;

Prioritize infill, brownfield and greyfield development before any new Greenfield development occurs;

The District could consider the establishment of an arm’s length Development Corporation that would allow the District greater
control over future development in Elkford.
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Sustainable Economic Development
Summary of Policy Directions
a) The OCP should direct the District to develop a comprehensive Local Economic Development Strategy that utilizes community
expertise and considers all potential industries and synergies in Elkford;

b) The development of the Local Economic Development Strategy actively engages and strengthens partnerships between the District
of Elkford and existing community service groups;

¢)The District of Elkford should use the Local Economic Development Strategy to attract/retain families and youth in the community;

d) Encourage and develop community character, recreational opportunities and compact development in the town core - factors that,
if combined, can attract new residents to the community;

e) Look for opportunities to diversify the economic base of the community;

f) Actively work with private owners of land in the town core to revitalize and redevelop underutilized land.
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Summary of Policy Directions

a)  Designate an urban growth boundary and direct new-or ro-|




